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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the RCE filed 1 1/27/2006. 

2. Claims 23-32 are pending in the application. Claims 23 and 29 are independent claims. 
Applicant cancelled claims 1-22. 

3. Claims 1-22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wu in view of 
Shyu have been withdrawn pursuant to applicant's amendments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 23-25 and 28-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wu Pat, Pub. US 2003/0174162 filed (6/28/2002) in view of Shewchuk et al„ Pat. Pub. 
US 2004/0139352 filed (1/15/2003). 

In reference to independent claim 23, Wu teaches: 

The error message may result in an alarm being generated or otherwise initiated by the 
SMLC. The SMLC may include a fault management server or component that is used to receive 
and/or handle error messages received by the SMLC regarding a problem. The fault management 
server may be used to display and manage an alarm which might include, logging, clearing, 
and/or forwarding an alarm, generating, maintaining, updating, and/or manipulating an active 
alarm list (compare to "generating at a network element a compliant alarm report in response 
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to an alarm condition, said report including an alarm token encapsulated between a 
corresponding XML tags"). See page 4, [0031] through [0033]. The reference teaches a second 
device which may provide a notification (XML transmission) to the first device or application 
that it has changed operating state as the result of the alarm or the clearance of an alarm. Wu 
provides a description for XML in the use of transmitting alarm data. Finally, the reference 
provides a table illustrating alarm tokens indicating a condition of a computer system, which 
caused the alarm. The language fails to preclude the examiner from utilizing the Term/XML 
tag/Description as a way of suggesting a condition of a computer system. However, the reference 
fails to explicitly state the reported alarm encapsulated between a corresponding pair of XML 
tags. Shewchuk provides methods for the encapsulating of tokens in alarm messaging 
environment. More specifically, XML tags are used to encapsulate tokens and provide a user 
with a means for accurately identifying content data. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Wu and Shewchuk before him/her at the time the 
invention was made, to modify the messaging system of Wu with the token encapsulating 
methods of Shewchuk, because it would have provided a means of accurately identifying content 
data in a messaging environment. 

When the SMLC receives an error message that indicates that a problem exists, the 
SMLC may determine the severity level of the alarm and add the alarm to an active or uncleared 
alarm list (compare to "logging said compliant alarm report into a combined alarm report log 
file, adapted to log compliant alarm reports from a plurality of network elements of said 
communication network"). See page 5, [0043]. 
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Upon receiving an error message regarding a network element, the SMLC may query the 
network element or other devices to ascertain additional information regarding the problem with 
the network element (compare to "parsing alarm report using a compliant parser equipped with 
XML tag specifications 9 '). See page 5, [0043] through [0046]. Furthermore, an operator or the 
NMS may determine or establish one or more rules or guidelines for when the NMS will send an 
update request and/or what is being request. The NMS may send different update requests 
depending on different rules or circumstances. See page 5, [0047]. 

The information provided by the SMLC to the NMS may include one or more of the 
following: information regarding the status of all currently uncleared alarms, information 
regarding one or more alarms cleared since the last reporting by the SMLC to the NMS, 
information regarding one or more alarms designated or indicated by the NMS in the update 
request (compare to "pair of XML tags uniquely identify a category of said alarm condition 
being reported by said network element). See page 5, [0047] through [0048]. 
In reference to dependent claim 24, Wu teaches: 

File transmissions or other communications from or between the SMLC and the NMS 
may be XML compliant or other platform independent protocol. A representative interface 
schema for a file or other communication alls an alarm event report to be stored as an 
observation object and transmitted as a file suing the XML protocol. See page 6, [0062] through 
[0063]. 

In reference to dependent claim 25, Wu teaches: 

The interface schema for a file may include a file header, an event data record, and file 
footer. The file header may include a version record that may include information indicative of 
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the version or identify the SMLC and/or the NMS, a sender record that may include information 
regarding the sender for the file, and a start time record that may include information regarding 
when the alarm records are started to be collected. See page 7, [0063]. 
In reference to dependent claim 28, Wu teaches: 

File transmissions or other communications from or between the SMLC and the NMS 
may be XML compliant or other platform independent protocol. A representative interface 
schema for a file or other communication alls an alarm event report to be stored as an 
observation object and transmitted as a file suing the XML protocol. See page 6, [0062] through 
[0063]. 

In reference to claims 29, 30, and 31, the limitations reflect the system used for performing the 
methods as claimed in 23, 24, 25, and 28. Therefore, the claims are rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-22 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new grbund(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 26 and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Ludwig whose telephone number is 571-272-4127. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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